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Abstract:

The preventive excavations carried out on several sites of Saida have brought to light
numerous fragments of terracotta figurines, probably of local production. There are three
categories: divinities (goddesses or gods), human beings (female or male characters, etc.) and
animals. The largest group, in number and preference, represents the deities and more
particularly the mother goddess. The study is limited to a single copy representing either the
Dea Gravida or a monkey with its baby. An unpublished figurine from the Wastani 1335 site
poses the problem of its identity (monkey or mixed creature?) And its use in ancient Phoenicia.
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These artifacts are common in the Near East dating from Antiquity, raise several
questions: The position of the furniture is an essential data (in particular the nature of the
provenance: domestic, religious, funerary) but what does its presence in the industrial zone
such as the city of Saida? What is the function of this object?

We are particularly interested in this figurine for two specific reasons: the first is that it is
made of clay from Saida. The second is that it may be unique.
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massigue (% wit) massigue (% wt)
0 50 O 415
Al 3.52 Al 8.85
Si 151 Si 32
Ca 27 Ca 2.2
Fe 1.72 Fa 7.1
K 078 K 06
Mg 1,74 Mg 1,74
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