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Personification of Province of Egypt and Alexandria
in Roman Art

Dr/ Fathia Gaber Ebrahim’

Abstract:

It 1s well known that the Roman art was inclined to the general
use of symbolism. And thus appeared in this art the
personification referring to specific things, such as rivers, cities
or to places and things were intangible, such as the seasons, and
other virtues. The personifications of provinces appeared in
Roman art through different historical periods. This has been an
important element referring to the expansionist policy of the
Romans. The personification of the eastern or western provinces
appeared as women are wearing or holding certain attributes.
Egypt was one of the eastern roman provinces, which included in
the orbit of the Roman Empire after Actium in 30 BC, and
because of her good economy it served as the supply of wheat for
the Roman people. The personification of the roman province of
Egypt appeared in art as a reclining woman holding some special
attributes. Mostly of these personifications appeared on the
obverse of the coins which were important to identify, because of
its inscriptions, which can make us recognize her depiction on
the other artistic works. The city of Alexandria also personified
in the roman art, in some cases like Egypt, in others with the
attributes which were characteristics to it. This research don’t
include the artistic works which were referring by symbols or
other elements to Egypt or Alexandria, it is specifically for the
personification of the province and the city in the shape of
women.

This research aims to find out why and how the roman province
of Egypt and the city of Alexandria were depicted in the Roman
art? And what are the purposes behind these personifications?
What was the need behind the manifestation of these

* Lecturer, Greek and Roman Archaeology Department Faculty of Arts,
fofa asar@yahoo.com
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personifications in some special historical periods and not
appeared in the others?
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Personification, Provinces, Egypt, Alexandria, Roman Art.
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