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The Great Mosque of Harran, Historical
Architectural Study

prof. Hassan Mohammed Nour Abdel Nour®

Abstract:

The city of Harran is currently located in southeastern Turkey
at the source of the River Balikh, one of the tributaries of the
Euphrates River, opened by the Muslims on 18 AH / 639 AD,
and taken by Marwan bin Mohammed, the last successors of the
Umayyad structure center.

The Grand Mosque of Harran is the oldest mosque in Anatolia
and is known as the Mosque of Paradise. The traveler Ibn Jubayr,
who died in 614 AH /1217 AD, said: "Its mosque was a very old
mosque.

The world conducted "Rice™ excavations in the region and
published its findings entitled "Harran in the Middle Ages"

David.Storm.Rice: Medieval Harran. Studies on its
Topography and Monuments.1.Anatolian Studies.2.1952.pp.36-
84

In 1983, Nurttin Yardimer conducted excavations at the
University of Harran.

The great scientist Creswell wrote about him in his early
Islamic architecture:

K.A.C.Creswell: - Early Muslim Architecture.Umayyads Early
Abbasid & Tulunids.Oxford.

* Professor of Islamic Archaeology Department, Faculty of Arts, University of Sohag —
Egypt hassannour1969@hotmail.com
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Sakho saw a written inscription on the right of the eastern
entrance of the mosque in the name of Saladin, which was in
Harran between 579-582 / 1183-1186.

Prosser described the octagonal basin in the Courtyard of the
whole. The mosque was destroyed and parts of it remained useful
in re-visualizing its first condition. It was a 104 x 107 meter
rectangle, and its walls, minaret , columns, entrances, crowns,
pillars and decorations, some of which were pre-Islamic,
remained.

The mosque was built in two periods at least. Its architecture
shows the effects of northern Syria. The remains of its columns
are an extension of the classical tradition, but its square layout
follows the oldest mosques in Iraq, and its facades remind us of
the large mosque in Diyarbakir between 510-559 / 1116-1644.

We will describe the whole of the mosque and provide the
description with thirteen colored plates of its remains, with its
plan taken from "Creswell™" and try to read the rest of his writings
Arabic copy.

Keywords:

Haran — mosques — excavations - Re-visualization — Amoy --
Zinky - Ayoubi
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