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Typical Reasons of the Degradation of Islamic

Historical Structures and Its Surroundings and

Proposals for Intervention: The Case of Queen
Safiyya Mosque in Cairo

Dr. Ahmed Elyamani Ali*

Salwa Moustafa Amer®

Abstract

Islamic monumental buildings in Egypt, generally, and in
Cairo, specifically, suffer from a number of typical problems
such as: lack of maintenance, raising of ground water levels, and
spread cracks in structural elements. As well, the surroundings of
such buildings suffer from a number of typical problems such as:
harmful anthropogenic actions including heavy traffic, pollution
resulting from industrial activities, and constructing new
buildings beside these buildings. The new buildings affect
negatively on the monumental buildings’ visual impact. This
research aims at throwing the light on such typical problems in
one of the unique mosques in Cairo which is Queen Safiyya
mosque. It is an Ottoman mosque built at the beginning of the
17" ¢ (11" ¢ AH). The mosque suffers now from a number of the
aforementioned problems. The spread cracks and the big
settlement in the mosque floor could be considered one of these
major problems. As well, the mosque’s surroundings suffer from
pollution and harmful anthropogenic actions. The paper discusses
the building history and description and the signs and factors of
the observed damage specified based on visual inspection. A
number of intervention proposals are given. A number of studies
were carried out on the surroundings including the demographics,
the buildings and the lands. A number of rehabilitation measures
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were proposed based on these studies. This paper is a start for
more research that should be conducted on the mosque and its
surroundings and similar monumental buildings in Egypt. The
target is to protect these buildings from continuous deterioration
which may result at end to the total loss of such buildings and
deprivation next generations from valueless part of the Egyptian
architectural heritage.

Key words:

Islamic  Monuments, Queen Safiyya Mosque, Damage
Symptoms, Damage Causes, Typical Problems, Conservation,
Urban Surrounding, Rehabilitation
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