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Abstract:
" Artistical Study of Mourning Postures in Syro-Palestine , The
Aegean and Egypt during The Late Bronze and First Iron Ages "
Standing female figurines have been found at Azor, Tell Jemmeh, Tell
Jerishe, and Ashdod; two come from the Lachish region, probably
from Tell *Aitun. All are from Philistine contexts. On the sarcophagus
of Ahiram, King of Byblos, are carved mourning women in the
manner of the mourning figurines of Philistine.
Stylisticaly, they closely resemble the well-known Mycenaean terra-
cotta figurines and show no links with Canaanite tradition. These
Mycenaean lekanai were found in the Mycenaean cemeteries at Perati
and at lalysos in Rhodes. Incomplete examples come from lolkos in
Thessaly, from Naxos, Crete, and Cyprus.
In subject and conception the figurines are very close to the paintings
of mourning women on the pottery Larnakes (sarcophag1) found in the
cemetery near Tanagra in eastern Boeotia.
Having traced the representations of mourning women in the Aegean
world, we may now reconsider their background and origin. The
Philistine and Mycenaean figurines have in common the gesture of the
“hands and the mounting on the krater rim.

- In ancient Egygt the mourning scenes were rather static until the
middle of the 18" Dyn. but during reign of King Amenhotep III the
mourning women start to be shown in motion expressing their sorrow
and grief by strong moves and gestures and face expressions. But also
silent grief is shown for women and men. The same moves and
gestures that are seen in the cultures of Syro-Palestine and the Aegean
can be seen in reliefs and paintings from ancient Egypt. All of these
cultures also have in common that the mourning women play a role in
resurrection after death. Statues of mourning woman are restricted in
Egypt to small knelling statuettes of Isis and Nephtis. The
comparative study has also given an idea for a new interpretation of
female statues from the much earlier prehistoric Negada I culture.
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Lehmann,R.G. Die Inschrift(en) des Ahirom-Sarkophags und die Schachtinschrift des Grabes V in
Jbeil (Byblos),(Mainz),2005(Forschungen zur phonizisch-punischen und zyprischen Plastik,hg.von
Renate BolIl.1.Dynastensarkophage mit szenischen Reliefs aus Byblos und Zypern Teil
1.2),pp.39-53 ;Rehm,E., Der Ahiram-SarkophagMainz 2004(Forschungen zur phonizisch-

punischen und zyprischen Plastik, hg.von Renate BolIl.1.Dynastensarkophage mit szenischen

Reliefs aus Byblos und Zypern Teil 1.1)
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LXV11,1947, pp. 153-156.
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Diringer, D.,Writing, London,1962,pp.114-121;Markoe,G.E.,"The Emergence of Phoenician Art"

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research No.279(August 1990):13-26)p. 13;

Cook,E.M.,"On the Linguistic Dating of the Phoenician Ahiram Inscription(KAI 1)*, Journal of

Near Eastern Studies 53.1(January 1994:33-36)p.33.

“Donald,V.R.,"Literary Sources for the History of Palestine and Syria:The Phcenician

Inscriptions”. The Biblical Archaeologist(The Biblical Archaeologist,Vol.57,No.1)

57 (1(1994)): 2-19.

*)Montet,P., Byblos et 1 Egypte, Quatre Campagnes des Fouilles 1921-1924, Paris 1928

(reprint Beirut 1998:): 228-238, Tafel CXXVII-CXLI)
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