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oo:Abstract :
Al-Jama Al-Jadid known as Farraq Al-Ahbab in the city of

Taroudant, far Morocco (Architectural and Archaeological
Study)

The city of Taroudant witnessed a significant constructional and
architectural development during the periods of Islamic history. Many
of the buildings of the city are still in a good condition, unlike its
equivalents in the major cities of Fez, Marrakesh and El Rebat. The
remaining buildings in the city did not receive any careful study and
analysis, except for the attempts of the local researchers, who tried to
revive the ancient heritage of their city.

The carelessness of studying and documenting these monuments
expose them to additional and renovations that may cause the
monuments’ ruin that means losing their historical and archaeological
value. That is why the study of the new mosque known as the mosque
of Farrag AL Ahbab in the city of Taroudant became a necessity. The
researchers had different views regarding the establishment of the
mosque. Some of the researchers attributed its establishment to the
beginning of ElI Morabteen state by Abu Bakr ibn Umar Allmtony,
other researchers attributed it to Sultan Mohamed EI Sheikh EIl Saadi,
while others stated that it was built by his son Sultan Abdullah Elgaleb
Bellah.

The descriptive and analytical study of this mosque, in addition to the
historical and documental evidences and the comparisons of the
elements of planning and construction with those in other mosques,
enabled reserachers to determine its originator, who turned out to be
Sultan Abdullah Elgaleb Bellah. He built it around 978 AH- 1570 AD.
The study also determined the name of the mosque. Furthermore, the
study showed that the mosques which were built in the city of
Taroudant at the age of El Saadi are represented in the new mosque
(which is the study’s concern), and the big mosque, built by Sultan
Mohamed El Sheikh the father of Abdullah Elgaleb Bellah, following
an architectural pattern different from those of the Saadia architectural
patterns at the city of Marrakesh.
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