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Abstract:

This study examined the iconographic connotations of hand-raising gestures in Ancient
Egypt and Mesopotamian arts. It classified the artists' meanings and connotations by portraying
the gestures of raised hands. The terms include its indication of a request for pardon or
surrender, fear, dread, sadness, despair, greeting, victory, obedience, or loyalty, as well as
expressive gestures during dancing and singing, while talking, or maybe during quarrels and
other connotations. It is worth mentioning that religious gestures of hands raised have been
completely excluded from this study. It also compares the connotations of the gestures studied
in both civilizations concerning similarities and differences, in terms of their occasions and
performers.

Keywords: Gestures; Connotations; Hand; Ancient Egypt; Mesopotamia.
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