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Abstract:

The research deals with the symbolic and expressive connotations of Coptic art through a group of
icons that are found in the central sanctuary of the Church of the Archangel Michael al-Qibli in Old Cairo
/ Misr al-Qadima. These icons were painted in Jerusalem in 1586 A.D. / 1869 AD. Mu Calim Rizq Girgis
recommended painting these icons, and he was the director of the monastery at that time. The study will
depend on the descriptive and analytical approach of the icons to identify the artistic and expressive
connotations of each color or movement inside the icon. The study publishes nineteenth icons dealing
with topics from the Old and New Testaments, and the researcher made twelve illustrative figures. The
study ends with the results of the research and the recommendations.

Keywords: Temple icons; Symbolic connotations; Structural symbolism of iconography; Symbolism of

movement; Symbolism of colors.
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JULEEN A., L., «Le mécénat artistique en Egypte. Nouvelle approche de I'icone Ottoman», Les Annales
Islamologiques, Chrétiens du monde arabe Vers une pluralité des sources et des approaches 52, 2018, 11, 13.
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