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"The Image of the Ruler/Priest on the Seals of Iran and
Mesopotamia"
(During the IV th - beginning of the III mil. B.C.)

* 5 S dsaaa Gl g0

The intermediate period between the end of prehistoric times and
the time of formation of early proto states in the Ancient Near East
1s characterized by important cultural and social changes in the life
that led at the end to form the ideology of political power and the
first image of the ruler or social leader on the seals.

So the present article analyses the appearance and formation of the
image of the social leaders (rulers) with certain zoomorphic features
(especially those of goats), on Mesopotamian (Tepe Gawra) and
Iranian (Tepe Giyan and Luristan) seals from the IV millennium
B.C.

Such images testify to the existence of individuals who controlled
distribution and exchange of products. These persons also had
certain sacramental duties and this explains the animal features
incorporated in their image. The heir of such individuals was the
"king-priest" who is depicted on the seals from the end of the IV to
the beginning of the III millennium B.C. found in Mesopotamia and
Susiana (Iran).
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