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Abstract:

The Algerian desert is rich in numerous and diverse archaeological sites dating back to various eras and
periods, from prehistory to the dawn of history, through the ancient and ending with the Islamic and

modern periods. These sites and buildings represent testimonies to ancient civilizations.
Most of these testimonies are evident in stone and pottery industries, funerary monuments, and painted
and carved rock art panels, in addition to buildings that indicate human settlement in socially and

economically organized communities that adapted to the environmental and climatic crises that followed
one another in these vast regions..

A large part of this material heritage has been preserved to this day, while other parts of it have
disappeared and are still disappearing due to the harsh climate and rapid change in the environmental
elements of these regions.

This study aims to shed light on the most important natural and climatic factors affecting the material
heritage in the Algerian desert regions.

The problem of this research paper revolves around the nature of the natural and climatic factors
affecting the material heritage in général and archaeological sites and buildings in particular, and how
did the material heritage of these sites become after being exposed to these phenomena?

Keywords: risks, factors of deterioration, protection, tangible heritage, archaeological sites, heritage
buildings.
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