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The Architecture of Princes’ Palaces in Ifrigiya
The Sahn Palace as a Model

Dr. Asmaa Amara’
Abstract:

It should be noted that in addition to the religious
establishments, Ifrigiya was characterized by other types of
establishments of a predominantly civilian nature. The most
prominent of these establishments are palaces, although what
remains of them is very little compared to other branches of
Islamic architecture such as mosques, ribats, fences and others.
This is because these palaces are often subject to destruction and
change, depending on the change of rulers and changing desires,
attitudes and needs. The Qasr al-Sahn in Raggada is a unique
landmark for anyone who wants to study palace architecture in
Ifrigiya in the Middle Ages. The uniqueness of this landmark is
not only in its size and shape, but also in its archaeological data
on the architecture of palaces, of which we still do not know
much.

The study of the palace of al-Sahn shows that it is affected
by the architecture of the palaces of the Levant. This can be seen
in the planning and in many other architectural components such
as the exterior wall, the entrance, the throne room, the iwan, the
appartement, etc., in addition to the decoration. At the same time,
it benefited from the ancient local heritage of the Punic and
Byzantines, which gave it a special peculiarity that made it an
inspiring source in the architecture of the princes’ palaces in
Ifrigiya and the Islamic Maghreb in general.

Keywords:
Princes' palaces, Raqgada, Qasr al-Sahn, Qasr al Qaim,
Architecture, entry into Chicane, Basilica Hall.
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