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Giza before the pyramids, in the light of the recent excavation
Dr. sherif Mohamed AbdeMoniem*®

Abstract

Giza is famous by its pyramids, sphinx, and the rich, decorated
of the high official’s Old kingdom tombs, but in fact, Giza plateau
settled at least 500 years before Cheops; Neolithic objects have been
found there.

This paper aims to shed light on the results of pre-dynastic
activities in Giza and the interpretation of its contexts. These
activities starts as old as Neolithic period, and continued in the pre-
dynastic and Early Dynastic periods. One of the most important
civilizations that left a distinctive mark in the Pyramids Plateau is
the Maadi Civilization, or what it is called Bouto-Maadi Civilization.

Buto-Maadi culture (3,800 to 3,200 BC) is known especially
from settlements, e.g. Maadi, Tell el Fara’in-Buto, Tell el- Farkha,
Tell Ibrahim Awad, Tell Iswid, etc. but also from cemeteries: Wadi
Digla, Heliopolis. One of this available information about Giza at the
pre-dynastic time is four jars (Although there are a number of
Questioning surrounding these jars). These jars found in 1907 near
the Great pyramid during the excavation of Ahmed Kamal but the
context is unsecured. These jars kept in the Egyptian museum with
TR. Nos. 18-6-25-(1/2/3/4) and reexamined recently by the author.
Additional evidence from the area surrounding Giza plateau is also
used to explore this period in Giza.

Key words:
Giza, Pre-dynastic, Maadi civilization, Pottery, workers community.
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