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5552995-details.aspx] (4-1-2016)
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GOChristie’s, Arts of Islam, London South Kensington, 1 october 2012, p.146
,p1.868;[http://ww.christies.com/lotfinder/lot/an-ottoman-silver-repousse-bowl-greece-late-
18thearly-5604798-details.aspx] (4-1-2016)
®9[https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/looking-east-art-of-india-and-western-asia/two-silver-
reg)ousse—bowls—79/21594] (4-1-2016)

(40 Christie’s, International Magazine, December 1997, pp.58,59, pl.105.

“Dsancar, A., Ottoman Womem, USA, 2007, p.82.
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Bath Bowl in Ottoman Turkey in the Period from
(12th AH/18th AD) Century until the Beginning of

(14th AH/ 20th AD) Century
An Archaeological and Artistic Study

on Selected Examples and Orientalists Paintings
Prof. Dr. Abdulmunsef Salem Najm*® Alaa Ahmed Bakeer®

Abstract:

Bowls in Islamic period were used in different purposes, as there
were bowls used for eating, and others used for drinking, in addition
to what is called magic bowls which were used for treatment and
expulsion of evils either by drinking water inside them or use this
water in bathing.

In this regard, this paper deals with one of the purposes of using
bowls in Ottoman Turkey in the period from (12th AH/18th AD)
century till the beginning of the (14th AH/ 20th AD) century, which
IS pouring water during bathing. And there are several remaining
examples of this kind of bowls. On the other hand, it is noteworthy
that many orientalists’ paintings depicting the public baths in that
period show the use of bowls in that purpose.

Some of these bowls are decorated with human and animal figures
and different scenes; some of them representing women in baths,
while other bowls include floral and geometric decorations.

It should be noted that public baths played an important role in the
lives of women in the Ottoman period, and that was in their daily
lives and their social events such as preparing for weddings. It was
usually known that the majority of women in Ottoman Turkey go to
the public baths once a week, and there were many cosmetic
operations done for them like braiding hair and beautifying face. The
day of going to a public bath was a day to meet and socialize, some
of the women took their children accompanied by their maids, who
carried all the necessary belongings for bathing, including bowls,
soap, combs and towels.

In addition, there were indications that it was customary to include
a bath bowl in the bride’s stuff in Turkey in the Ottoman period.

Keywords: Bowl- Turkey- Ottoman- Baths- Paintings- Orientalists.
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