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The coins of the Nabataean King Rabel 11 (70-106 AD)

through an unpublished private corpus

Dr. Saad Twaissi*

Abstract:

King Rabel 1l was the last Nabatean king who reigned the
Nabataean Knigdom during 70-106 AD, and at the end of his time
the Nabataean kingdom was annexed to the Roman empire.
Despite the long period of his reign, 36 years, very little is known
about his time as historical sources remain silent to mention him
or any historical events of his time. Even Nabataean inscriptions
of his time are very scarce and are unhelpful to understand his
period. Numismatics, instead, remain the main source to shed
some light on the socio-economic and cultural aspects of the
Nabataean kingdom under his time. As the Nabataean kingdom
was annexed to Rome under his time, or soon after his death,
many theories raised about the reason behind the collapse of the
Nabataean kingdom and the most accepted one is that theory
reasoning the economic deterioration of the Nabataean kingdom
under the reign of Rabell Il. Here the idea of this research is to

try to understand some of the economic and cultural aspects of

* United Arab Emirate University - Department of History and Archaeology
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the Nabataean kingdom during the last decades of its life based
on unpublished corpus of Rabel's Il coins preserved in the Al-
Ahli Bank Museum in Jordan which consist of 264 pieces. This
corpus is the largest ever known collection of this king, and
represent almost all his mints during his 36 regional years, and
still unpublished and has not been studied before. Based on this
unique corpus this research will try to shed some new light on the
socio-economic and cultural aspects of the Nabataean kingdom.
The primary results show that the different verities and styles of
his mints, and the continuous mints which cover almost every
year of his time all indicated stable economy and other reason for
the annexation of the Nabataean Kingdom should be considered.
Beside that the coins have shed new light on the cultural and
political aspects of the Nabataean society in that it indicates the
practice of women, here we mean queen "Shagilat" Rabel's II

mother, as royal regency when the legal king was under age.
Key words:

Nabataean kingdom, Numismatics, Rabel Il, Private collection,

Silver coins, Bronze coins
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